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CALIFORNIA OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH STANDARDS BOARD 
 
 

PROPOSED STATE STANDARD, 
TITLE 8, CHAPTER 4 

Article 108. Confined Spaces 
 
§5156. Scope, Application and Definitions. 
 

(a) Scope. This Article prescribes minimum standards for preventing employee exposure to 
confined space hazards, as defined by Section 5156(b), within such spaces as silos, tanks, 
vats, vessels, boilers, compartments, ducts, sewers, pipelines, vaults, bins, tubs, and pits. 

NOTE: This Article does not apply to underwater operations conducted in diving bells or 
other underwater devices or to supervised hyperbaric facilities. 
(b) Application and definitions. 
(1) For operations and industries not identified in subsection (b)(2), the confined space 
definition along with other definitions and requirements of section 5157, Permit-Required 
Confined Spaces shall apply. 
(2) The confined space definition along with other definitions and requirements of section 
5158, Other Confined Space Operations shall apply to: 
(A) Construction operations regulated by section 1502; 
(B) Agriculture operations (including cotton gins) defined by section 3437; 
(C) Marine terminal operations defined in section 3460; 
(D) Telecommunication manholes and unvented vaults regulated by section 8616; 
(E) Grain handling facilities regulated by section 5178. 
(F) Natural gas utility operation within distribution and transmission facility vaults defined in 
Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 191, 192 and 193; or 
(G) Electric utility operations within underground vaults. See section 2700 for a definition of 
vault. 
NOTE: Shipyard operations are regulated by section 8355. 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Section 142.3, Labor Code.  
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